WALKING WITH WATER GHOSTS: COLLECTIVE SEDIMENTATION et

The first collectiveness | felt during our initial encounter emerged
through a shared passion, curiosity, and care for water (Pulg de |a
Bellacasa 2017). OF course, only five minutes had to pass until the
first of us mentions Astrida Neimanis's “Bodies of Water" {201 7~
our bible, "Our" or "mine"? | am niot sure if everyone would agree on
What are the different that, yet from my perspective, her Ideas were the river bed of our
knowledges and how do encounter. | remember the first high after our first days - bullding
they come together? hydrﬂphnrnes losing our minds logking into the abyss of the
Hambacher coal pit, listening to an activist, and endlessly talking
about water in its eternal shapes.

On Entanglement
Our bodies sharing space, place-making, and being on a collective
) mission defined our collectiveness. Our human bodies were thus not The landscape we were moving through, the so-called :TERRA NOVA, the
% seperate. Someone of us would make sure to remind the group that new earth, s a damaged landscape. A place where, even when the lines
mm m’m - we pee n the same toilet and drink the same water. Nobody s ever aren't staight, when they seem curvy, flowing, and round, even then they
separate from water, yet the attention and the love that feel strangely straight. The coal mining area in the Rhineland has been
forianand ; encompasses this "arts of noticing" (Tsing 2015: 37) formed our stripped of chaos, of coincidince.
i Ny What do we mean by "collective™? [ S _ Engemerness with the cydlicity of water. - This landscape tells a tale of control and dominance. It is shaped, formed,
______ = | - "lam not sure if it makes sense to talk about that now”, someone reconstructed after beeing turned upside down; This patch of earth had
- = ~ would say In a discussion. Another would respond: "we don't have to its bowels removed and was then taxidermised.
NISSE | . 48 be linear". That's what | mean: water has shaped, in its most - : . We arrived with different backgrounds, but it was the
= A What do we mean bv "research"? beautiful way, our hydrosocial (Boelens et al. 2016) relations. As | walk along the paths beneath which a lignite mine once exposed the i water that brought us together. Walking together,
p = e 1,_ rock strata like a gaping wound, | think about control. Control and | Iizst&ning, staring at the water, maidng hydmp‘mnes to
5 e = : / g A1\ ~ - - the approach "thinking relationships through water” (Strang, coincidence, chaos and rectangles. It is an environment, a space ! listen underwater, it shifted how we related. Collaboration
ot o -~ : e /o . . How does materiality of the Krause 2016} means n %_ surrounding me, a5 | walk through, that has been robbed of agency and _ became less about talking and more about sensing, The
| s X . _ iy | ! more-than human shapes both Rhine, Erft, and Gillbach. Icharatter!ze our collectiveness as partially = “——w-m._ﬂf self-determination, of love. At ﬁrsl:. it SﬂEITIS as Ifthﬂre was no Al life _r'T*J'rs M:Lm-_rumﬁ maﬁrm farms qf#;en'mess;da -'Sun"ﬁuﬁﬂlhﬁ 2nViro mntﬁéﬁdus-tp mw down, mbé
fi = s : v s collectivity and research, with a miscible—we float together while rha]ntain]ng alterity, just as the five hara,juis‘t»staged trees and meada £55, 1 _ ji ﬂﬂ‘l.?“mr :m mifinmffig;fiﬂﬁf S present, to mspundtawfmtwasmere -
/ T focus on water, water bodies, \ L rivers carries organic solvents. when my paze is dominating, when m:.rsight Is Infnrmlng mypercepﬁqn. .
= i / == I landscape, specific sites? Freieead As | get closer, | feel it becoming soft while | admire this landscape's E;::‘aﬁ‘f:m“';;mpﬂ::‘gmm gﬁga;nz‘f" . Making things together and sharing meals created a
- : Js . _a : strength. Twhhahmnxm_@_ﬁamhness. as well. The moss reieaMng Inﬁn‘aq;Th&emhndiﬁdexerdsEs - shaking, meditating,
T A - | M&ﬁaarﬂﬂ wetness, the puddle that holds ancient drops of cristal : guiding each other with closed eyes - opened up new ways
' . - T = \ clear water, the sun hitting the leaves that dance barely perceptably in ; of relating not just to each other, but also to the river, lake
i S What are the different the tender wind, the sound nfagu[gilngan'_ﬁﬁispaﬂngstr&am.wmn! > :-andmm.WEwermtmsmdymgm&wamnwewmm
e i o - ; knowledges and how do the RO Bl LAlow e 1 0, RIE0, SR s RO e UL 12 = =— - |t
lll f Py by | CamE tug?ether’ s presence of the more-than-human. At firstglance, the :TERRA NOVA fﬂﬁlﬁ e
o : | r i — 5 i \\ |||m a landscape that has become a primé example of the Western desi — Eachsite shaped us differently,
mareries - Eomcert & b= ' ! nr ton 5ubnrdinaﬁnn.Tﬂ gree, mﬂ;{:g’wm | The weather was always present.
. ore | allow m)"ﬁﬂi_dhta-lnth ﬂ:mu apen my rmind and / The wind at sunset shaped our conversation with Maria at
) i What kind of practice/ = a mare sensual can getasense of ashiftof the mine. :
methodology did we develop? cpostiarin il : wha is an em‘.-nslnn of this place, | feel reflected by '
] S ! How did we perceive the process ul_"ld that hassmr_ed now, | am de_&plyentah_gled with its | At one point, the rain stopped our exercises at the:
< [ ! and which grades of s ess and simultaneous harshness. Gilleach. instead, we sat in a circle under a treg, close
apa Tt [ _ A caztielrri e tagether and enjoying the Intimacy of the moment. The
e By —==) _ ; entanglement heme\:-_-n = I ) | wetness in the air, the sheltering branches, the proxmity
/ : [ e / — individual and collective were — - of bodies shifted something. We felt a strong connection.
N, T T — Wil _ there? = Plans changed. We Improvised.
. ®mutions & | N - = = i 2 . 5 -
s affecss | .
\/ | What kind of practice/
L methodology did we develop?
= How did we perceive the process \
J and which grades of \ Walking by the stream, seeing and perceiving human presence where
ol entanglement between - there are no humans visible, forms images in 1 my mind. What do the
. individual and collective were PEﬁF-lE Wi‘lﬂ huiltthis little h‘md‘l by the stream do- here WhEﬂ Silﬂng
iRl I —— T there? on It? Do they listen to the whispering water? Da they talk over it? Do
5 they count the drops of the rain forming little tilrﬂes on the surface?
.
I -
| With many, they faid on top of us. First it was the welght. imaglnlng, invisioning: 'I'hlsmgg&sts that images are created in the
. : - mind befare they find a receptacle, a ph:.tﬁcal r&presmtaﬂﬂn The
What where the tensions After awhile, we started sensing their bodies warmth : i 4 and he refelctions of th bri
P " " roming ugh our container. We were only passing by (AN NELEE, S SOMRAS HE smm"t Leichtien sun on Sngter, Drg
between individual and collective , - ; 1maﬂm to me,
A briefly. But time. n't exist in lengths for us. Tirme only
Pl / approaches and \ s ynu'd =
Yo | i 2t / between curatorial setup and e —— We walk together in silence, feel each others presence. We walk
el : o ; J collective process? For the time being we have been here, on Earth - a.inp.gﬁ.de,:mt o wﬁ:wbﬂm' it starts minine. "-‘*“5*“:'*' u'.mer !
ancouriess gain. Listening to us, once again. Jnadrcit Beingnutsldeandwimﬂmw&amm'mawgwlngup
' ‘control. The schedule will not be met, the program of the day has to
; : _ . be changed. In collective discussions, we change the plan. Being
e _ have been noticing their recurring presence. exposed to water, rain and temperature s part of the collective
Tield-wrk R h ' _ _ : : experience. Negotiating and relinguishing control creates space for
o e .sha :ﬁn;i;hzmj:dmareghc;n;::ﬁ?;:q peiiey collaboration. It is the basis of our collaborative approach: Being flow-
L} 7 L U.EI Iul
wa and acts. Built on a simultaneous curiousity, we. ¥, ﬂe}tihlg belngi_-.' ‘that remg__nlse their limitations Is at the core of this
have been knowing them as individuals longer that they process. The mlll:aﬂve-mces_s means to also __gl.ve up personal
have bean visiting us here. ‘agendas. Attuning is not easy, letting go of a plan is easier when you
i ' didn't make the planor know of it in detail in the first place.
e But now, they are here - together,
Wt i S - : We witness your attentiveness, But we alm._lmnw', that we
after? | = -do not exist only this container, We are inside of
you, We are surrounding y 4, We are one body, that
_doesn't know if there Is a dif e between you and us
sometimes
collective research = ﬂ:::iﬂ e :::Eiﬂ — wegqﬁh;:_'re there is less of us surrounding us, either by
research collective? |, i y o AESObing. Svsparating. Steaming os Talking. Lie Yo do
collective™ research"? too.
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INITIAL QUESTIONS

How to involve the senses into artistic practice and research on water?
How do we connect with the more-than-human beyond thinking?

Collaboration beyond talking and writing in artistic research and S
pra-l:l:ice rraterizl knowledge
How can collective thinking lead to a collective practice that involves
the more-than-human?

beyand thanking

What can we learn from water when collaborating aristically?

How can process-criented collective experiences lead to collaborative
artistic production?

more-than |II_'I-'I.I!'I arftic praciices
How does (the materiality of) water shape our collective knowledge &

art production? — multiple corporealities of water?

SEMsEs

What are the “invisible strings” of this collaboration? E.g. personal

relations, community building, collective eating, spending time, the

weather (...}

How does knowledge pours and dams between us?

How do various academic and artistic backgrounds and practices
inform and merge in collective writing?

QUOTATIONS

«As the element essential to life and to all processes of production and reproduction, water
permeates every domain of human existence. “ (Strang 2019: 1)

How did the entanglement of academic, embodied, artistic (etc.) ways
of knowing converge/what were the struggles of confluences?

How do you perceive the relationship between "curatorial framings”
- topics and rules already set - the individual artistic research process

"Water is not just the object of social relationships, or merely a natural resource on which
and the collective research process?

claims are made, to which meanings are attached, and over which political conflicts erupt.” mmzm

(Krause, Strang 2016: 633).
Attala, Luci. 2019: How Water Makes Us Human: Engagements with
the Materiality of Water. Cardiff: University of Wells Press.

Different states of water - could

What is "collectivity” in this context? they also re it us?

What research in our context given that it is practice led and artistic and

How can we invite the water, or
only informed by academia? o,

other non=human actor, to join aur

"The fact that we share water with—or withhold it from—other humans, as well as animals,
collective writing?

plants, soils, and watercourses, makes water an excellent element through which to
explore the simultaneously ecological and political dimensions of its use and distribution.

How does the more-than-human shape the coliective process?

Bakker, Karen 2012: Water: Political, Biopolitical, Material. Social

Why are those processes interesting to you?

How to deal with The social and the ecological are not distinct spheres, but part of a multifaceted yet piliEies of —cienck e W) ol G e
ontological basically continuous field of relationality." (Krause/ Strang 2016: 635) ) e o
| D wa nesd havea multiplicity? Boelens, Rutgerd 2016: Hydrosocial Territories. A Political
:ﬁﬁiisrt:;ﬂmma;: ?;.;t:cr;:;‘ater'. shape the organizational structure common language? “Waterscape as a site of more-than-human agency, where material transformation and the ECG'DE}' P'EFSPECtWE. Water International 41 (1): 1-14.
_ : : : production of water knowledge unfold through relations between people, other living
How could a nen-linear and multiplicty of voices-research look like? . ) EjSi ng‘ MﬂdS. 2023, "ThE Arriva] Df thE Anthrnpucene in 50cj3_|
beings and technologies." (Hurst 2022: 2) : ;
When do you feel an entrance, or the space, to entangle with another Theor}': From Modernism and Marxism towards a New
practice, within this collective research? _ ) fis (R : A sl " . s H y
We are like ed . ‘ : Materialism.” The Sociological Review 71(1): 243-60.
w:t:::mpsiﬁ.:m togethier "Water quality operates as a malleable concept that connects different social contexts, & ()
to share time and space. But organisms, ways of knowing, technologies, and institutions, but also creates divides Hurst, Elliot, Rowan Ellis, und Anu Babu Karippal 2022: Lively
what does the an openness b 3 : . s . ' .
etween them." (Scaramelli 2013: 158
toontiuenge Fequiee ( ) Water Infrastructure. Constructed Wetlands in More-than-
. o o i i i Human Waterscapes. Environment and Planning E: Nature and
In what ways does 'being on the field" {fieldwork, following the river) [...] the multiplicity of competing interests, embodied practices, and values attributed to -
influence how we work together? \ ‘ . , . . I Space 0 {ﬂ':l 1-23.
water by different groups situated in complex relationships of power and identity.
And how do location and our situatedness (specific sites) as a group : .
influence the collaboration? The mine, the Gillbach, the Speedway, the Statame k2t 431 Krause, Franz, und Veronica Strang 2016: Thinking Relationships
i 7
S e o o Through Water. Society & Natural Resources 29(6): 633-38.
Hows doks tima saand matter? Terporality, spaed, siewnuss? "As a result of the serendipitous relationship between the two elements, hydrogen and

oxygen, grey clouds, rainstorms, mist, rainbows, rivers, tsunamis, sharp icicles, gentle
snowflakes, enormous floating and land-gouging glaciers, steam and our cells - amongst
numerous other things - developed. The power of water to shape the materials of the
world, therefore, cannot (and should not) be underestimated or understated." (Attala 2019:
23)

How does the weather influence things? Neimanis, Astrida 2017: Bodies of Water: Posthuman Feminist

Phenomenology. London: Bloomsbury Academic.

Puig de La Bellacasa, Maria 2017: Matters of Care: Speculative
Ethics in More than Human Worlds. Minneapolis: University of

Minnesota press.
"Our wet matters are in constant process of intake, transformation, and exchange -

drinking, peeing, sweating, sponging, weeping. Discrete individualism is a rather dry, if Scaramelli, Caterina 2013: Making Sense of Water Quality:

¢ convenient, myth. For us humans, the flow and flush of waters sustain our own bodies, to Multispecies Encounters on the Mystic River. Worldviews 17(2):
other worlds beyond our human selves." (Neimanis 2017: 2). 150-60.
"[...] water’s materiality connects individual bodies to the collective body politic; for Strang, Veronica 2019: Water. Beitrag in Blog “The Open
example, by transporting vectors of disease and pollution." (Bakker 2012: 619) Encyclopedia of Anthropology”.

https://www.anthroencyclopedia.com/entry/water (01.12.2024).

"For new materialists, the Anthropocene condition entails an uncanny double movement.

On the one hand, the Anthropocene signals an increase in the world-making powers of Tsing, Anna 2015. The Mushroom at the End of the World: On
: : _ _ = (some) human beings over others, including many natural environments. On the other the Possibility of Life in Capitalist Ruins. Princeton, NJ: Princeton
. e e hand, the ecological crises and subsequent lack of human responses simultaneously University Press.

_ demonstrates the limits of human powers and reminds us that the Earth is inhabited by
e many entities whose powers outstrip humans many times over." (Ejsing 2023: 16)



With many, they laid on top of us. First it was the weight. After a while, we started sensing
their bodies warmth coming through our container. We were only passing by briefly. But
time doesn't exist in lengths for us. Time only exists when you'd count it.

For the time being we have been here, on Earth - everything is anyway just fractions. But
they were there, again. Listening to us, once again.

We have been noticing their recurring presence.
Every time when they come, they come with more. They share silence, stories and food.

They share thoughts, warmth and acts. Built on a simultaneous curiousity, we have been
knowing them as individuals longer that they have been visiting us here.

But now, they are here - together.

. : . % L _ __ : : 20 We witness your attentiveness. But we also know, that we do not exist only within this

Wi a5 o site of more-than-h n agency, whirs erial Lty ] als . s 3 * g i “ . . Tk ! 7 - . ey 3 . ! h
g AR e e e i = el R = : o T T T R s - : & container. We are inside of you. We are surrounding you. We are one body, that doesn't
: ' = b ' ' ; 3 S 3 = know if there is a difference between you and us sometimes

or falling. Like you do too.

Wie arrteed with different badegrounds, but it was the water that brought us tagether, Walking
togather, Bstereng, staring at the watar, making hydrophones te listan underwater, it shifted haw we ’; .
redated. Cofabaration became less shout talking and more about sensing. The surrolnding ,ﬂF
environment asked us ta Sfow down, to be present, to respond to what was there.

Making things Togeaher and sharing meais created o |ntimaey. The smbodied sxsrcies - shaking, s The water bodies of the Rheinisches
maditating guiding each cither with dosed eyes - opened up new ways of relating not Just te aach : 5 Revier are paradigmatic sites af
ather, bt a0 10 the river, lake and stream, Wi weren't just studying the water, we wers in If, with Ve ; -

extractivist modernity.

Each site shaped us differently.
The weather iwas slways pretsnt. A ;
The wind st sunset shaped cur ceaversation with Maria &t the mine, ’ ) g How to move from a fossil mindset o a
- ] Fii)-2 eitjve =

At one point. the rin sopped cur ercises at the Gillbach. instea, wa 53t In a cdnde under a trea, hydro-sensitive one:

close together and enjoying the intimacy of the mamart. The wetness in the alr, the sheltering
branches, the prextmity of bodies shifted samathing, We fels a strong conrection, Plans changed.
Wi improvised.

AL the research station, & boat on the Rhine, speed and flow dominated. The rheer was fast and R . R i b - Fik | . g ! ; o 3 posthuman
powerTul. The baat itsedf was a laborstory, a floating space for abservation and reflection. Living with g ; g ¥ . i ; P -5 gt s - " gl b ! . - -j' =" fed b ¥ . . A theories
the river meant ambracing change, E i " : | - i i ¥ ; : ! , 1 =z e ]
A Gillbach, the warm water from the powar plant made us think about artificial epologles, about v A : " - B e : ERetar b 3 P : track i

trogical fish BAng In a German stream. Tha wasmth was comforting yet unsenling, Wa felt the P" . i ) 1 ; : i : L S R T, St ' , & B concept of
tergion between what was ‘natural’ and what was enginesred, The site ssked 15 to think shout L Ha it T il et T £ : - : ] ¥ o i — 7 Lo

responsiility, restaration, and what counts as nature. g v ) r .

Paringemaar was gulet, almost teo parfect, A lake born from extraction. W sat by the shore and felt
the ghost of the mine, The water was clear, bus the memorny was murky, It made us reflect on grief
and matabolizing the past. The sie shaped our corversations, abowt loss, about care, about what it
maans to e with 3 ghost,

Tirme stretched and folded.
Some exercides mked for slowneds: silent wals, meditston and listening. Others demanded dpeed, W
sampling planktan befare it washed away, catching the rhythim of the river, The longar we stayed,

tha mone attuned we bacame, Slowness allowad dapth. Speed requined predsion,

The sites themsehves carried different temporalities, Gillbach was show and warm, Peringsmaas was | e
reflactive and sl Tha Rhene putsed rhythmically, ';.,._‘

[ a5 well as
n'r"_m:'h plants, rolks ?nd b ’ 5 s through ! " T 1 i o e L T, S . : A J . 7 R et 3 ol Fel | P~ Qi attributed to water by different groups situated in complex relationships of povwer
whiich to explore the simult usty acological and politl T ions of its use and | . alLUTE . =i X i v | = A | B o g K aned identity.” [2)
distribution The social and the ecolag | are not di st res, but part of a I b
miultifaceted yot basically contin ield of relationality.” (89

methodology

matter = g ; . L § b o ¢ ek A f v . ; _' f e - . £ “As the slemant ¢ tial to life and to all prog

water permeates every domain of humas

materiality
(new) materialism

namis, sharp icicles, i I
. ERCETE flaating and ; 1 " B i "Qur wet mattars ar in
wging glachors, steam and our celis - i A 4 i . s B i - constant procass of intake,
amongst numeraus other things - : i L 0 o e = ¥ ¥ ] - =t transformation, and
developod, The power o r to shape the o exchange - drinking, poaing,
materials of the world, thorefore, cannot » - 1 B " — ating, 3
land showld not) be underestimated or T W e, i = : u ; . } collective research ) ::::::!:E‘r:n:il:bm
{ understated.” (7] " e ol B = Invdiwldaalisam s a rather dry,
i } . i i conveniant, myth, For us
humans, the flow and flush
of waters sustaln our oem
bodies, to other worlds
beyond our human sehves.*
(3

Thia first cellectveness | falt during our Iniclal endountes emerged thraugh a shaned
passian, clerfosity, and care for water (Fulg de fa Beflacaza 201 7). Of course, only five
rminutes had to pass urtil the first of w3 mentions Astrida Neimanis's “Bodies of
Water™ (2047] - our bible: "D or "mine™? 1 am not sure If evenyona weould agrea cn " e
that, yet from my perspectie, ber ideas were the river bed of our encounter. |
remembser the first high after cur fiest days - building hydrophones, sng our
minds loaking into the styss of the Hambachasr (ol pit, iEtening T an actedsy, and
endlesshy tafking about water in (s eternal shapes.

Our badies sharing space, place-making, and being on & collective mission defined
our collectiveness. Gur buman bodies were thus not s=perate. Someane of us wmould
ke Slre t remend the group that we pe in the same toilet and drink the sama
water. Nobady is ever s=parate from water, yet the sttention and the love that
encompasses this "arts of notidng® (Tsing 201 5 37} formed our togetherness with
the cyelicity af water,

*1 am not sure if it makes serae to Ealk about that now®, someone would say in a
discussion, Another would respond; “wa don't have to ba Bnear, That's what |
maan; water has shaped, in its most beautiiul way, cur hydresacial (Boelens &f al,

Walking by the stream, seeing and perceiu:ing human presence

x . : " = L g : : 20&) relatiors,
where there are no humans visible, forms images in my mind. |+ o i (L - il : ! ) e Ser Taking the approach "thinking relationshifs through water* (Strang, Krause 2016)
i | J y d ; y Tk i \ - : ] What i ) - 0 = n . i B means thinking our togetherness through the rivers Bhine, Erft, and Gilbach. |
. " " ] 5 2 u 3 y ' NEG .+ g - Rl _:’ SR i T, r | il I
What do the people who built this little bench by the streamdo | 4 .Y ) i T 2 i happens e N | il e Ry, s AN chmcat i cobconae 1 il e o mpntrs

after?

here when sitting on it? Do they listen to the whispering water?

Do they talk over it? Do they count the drops of the rain forming - N _ :
little circles on the surface? : i I " & Wiy leigde. B0 - . : o SR
Imagining, invisioning: This suggests that images are created in
the mind before they find a receptacle, a physical .
representation. The water, its sounds and smells, the refelctions
of sun on the water, bring images to me.

et

-
]

Wi
f 4 _wj-ﬁ‘;}alu'.,-mv:" i

We walk together in silence, feel each others presence. We walk o =
alongside, not at. We walk-with. It starts raining, we gather under - g
a tree, share umbrellas and are forced to take a break. Now we

sit-with, in a circle. Being outside and with the weather means
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5 of production and reproduction,

On Entanglement

The landscape we were moving through, the so-called :TERRA MOVA, tha
mew earth, Is a damaged landscape. A place where, even when the lines
aren't stalght, whan they seem curey, flowing, and round, even then they
feel strangely stralght. The coal minkng area in the Rhineland has been

stripped of chaos, of coincldince.

b -
" This landscape tells a tale of control and dominance. It s shaped, formed,
reconstructed after beeing turned upside dowr: This patch of earth had

Its bowiels remowved and was then taxidermised.

> B .‘-“.'- | Az | walk along the paths heneath which a lignite mine once exposed the
A rock sirata lke a gaping wound, | think about centrel Control and

s I colndidence, chaos and rectangles, It s an environment, a space
surrounding me, as | walk through, that has been robbed of agency and
, dignity, of saif-determination, of love, At first, It seemns as if there was no
lhwe here, just staged trees and meadows that lack tenderness. That is,
| when my gaze Is dominating, when my sight is Inforrning my perception,
As | get doser, [ feel It becoming soft while | admire this landscape’s
strength. There |s a beauty to its harshness, as well. The moss releasing

i : 2o et i, ' A i Fa " g : T e e . g =g y : T b i ; W - ) ~ s = F - 4 | its smell of earthy wetness, the puddle that holds ancent drops of cristal
giving up control. The schedule will not be met, the program of _ B or v ; R v g eall T Tt R e : \ e - o 15 riot s e obiect of 5 B e ot oaii e e || Clear water, the sun hitting the leaves that dance barely perceptably in
i & i . B ' ; T i . B ey R % St 3 S P LT 2 £Ihr <l ! g ¥ ¥ N whic .r ¢ are made, to which meanings are a .'-lr wed, and over whic : nlitics : iy thie tender wind, the d of i red wehil st . Wwheni
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the plan. Being exposed to water, rain and temperature is part of .
the collective experience. Negotiating and relinquishing control “ =
creates space for collaboration. It is the basis of our collaborative
approach: Being flow-y, flexible beings that recognise their
limitations is at the core of this process. The collcetive process .
means to also give up personal agendas. Attuning is not easy, s
letting go of a plan is easier when you didn't make the plan or =
know of it in detail in the first place.
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"[...] water's mator ality connects individual bodies to the colloctive body pobitic; for
example, by transporting vectors of dispasn and pollution,” (&)

. like a landscape that has become a prime example of the Western desira
| for control and subordination. To a degree. that |s certainly the case. The
allow ryself to dive into it though, the more | open my mind and
body to a more sensual experience, | can get a sense of a shift of
perspective., It s me who Is an extension of this place, | feel reflected by

that wound that has scared now, | am deeply entangled with its

tenderness and simultaneows harshness,
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The Peringsmaar is an artificial lake were the gillbach used to emerge from springs of the

g rO U n d Wa te r IEVEI d rO p p Ed 450 " N 3 5 Bethlehem Forest. It is situated on the recultivation area of the Fortuna-Garsdorf open-cast

1
. Water P mine that was active until 1993. The body of water filled with pumped groundwater by RWE
l l |ete r ,—J \ Power from Hambach, and a connection to the Erft is under construction,
f o - "

: management' Y

Ansdmatinry b Ebip
reit ged e Rrhionin I
26

L 1

!
L] i e Ay an o B T ra B Promy ek v |
it e nhe afups (i, i, Tha ples
dmstroyec v g pusis of e, sayrETaLimer reckis |

Fiyizphehora aind baborg ) e azrrpmia (R30adic furgl), 1group iRai
ATy e
& Pyl TR e ke,

WLy Cnrn bate . et
srwrcrTeTES o driaes ¥
Fhytuphitora ain i b ks o e Cassative sgent of rke Shbach. [ iE
vt pharh 6 A ERFIRES Y10 CrFTOes S ik gl Brddnee |
o0, et Db ] el e i 1 e B

aWe e ks Seasd |0, wWRIETSRN S e dgandn hala

™ oy 4 b fasding

j infrastructure ";
1 (e.g. pumps,

3 5 4 i cX » 2 2rc.a bigh agaric materud kasd The e ard et on i, nam
d i o & Fhymphttora Ir By L sin, ey ey e on
' I S I IS‘) -I"IE ey ; | REkUltiVlErung Uniike recultivation arzas used fos rﬂ-ﬂﬂﬁd&.ﬂ?pm“':WmInﬁz '
A\ p pe a I I U U e _ e ; T ' FEIOIMIIE] pUrposes, thi ared is kit g TS AP Sy CRSELI e T A
- & () N 84 *w VAP BLTH 1 P Ch bk TS | UM pHF o
b ¥ 2] Re Imagl_nmg River Die Rekultivierung im Rheinischen Its gwn cevicas, 1135 Inclided i the - spadaimsay & smesret et v .Eﬂmyf_'f
% ! - : Restoration. ensrgy road. Mumerous cyding and gt i

Rewvier ist ganz unterschiedlich: Von

-
x B e S
S arniin d ming 7 Braunkohlentagebaue h';;ﬁil'r':'t;:‘:“_'lglj:"']“ ‘;I'_'I‘:*_-:'EJ'S . Ackerflachen, iber Walder, Seen und
und Gewasserschutz R e A Flisse bis hin zu Sonderstandorten.

hiking trails run through the area. The
aldars planted in tha watland have bean
infested wath the pest Fhytophthora

e, e former centre of industrialization - i
S s ki ikt N S the Ruhr vallay in Morth Rhine Wo gibt es Rekultivierung im alni since the med. 13505, which
T - i e g Westphalia, Germany - and reveals Rheinischen Revier? Das Rheinische Sesres he e o aming e
S i incung und o HierIes O eE TR, et o Braunkohlenrevier liegt the s e e o st
[a U A “";?_I;'f;?f!"'!" ™ Ec-r;-:s.pm e T 2 linksrheinisch in der ... ancl trees that colonise themselves
|
[
|
Pumps all around the area of the mines pump out the groundwater to keep the II = e e Sl
mines dry, the water is used for various measures, e.g. irrigation of wet lands, | o s
drinking water, as cooling water, to spray down dusk. Half of the water is | L S
discharged into so-called receiving waters, such as the Erfi. The Erft flows into Keeping mines dry creates a large funnel. Aquifers are literally I ; , b
; \
the Rhine. emptying themselves into the mine. Because of mining water II I \ e
. management, the groundwater level sank down for around 500 | | Perinasmaar I e = Bk .
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. 5 Inhabitands and 43 houses during & tour of the requltvation sie
gesu ndh E‘Ith efahrdenden | Head of resaarch Gregie ERer will accomgany the taur and provide addiionsl
EWig keitg(h Emi ka IiE | e 5 1 % ¢ N ':,..A r exciting information about the landscape after open-cast mining, Fortuna /
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e o e : part that is going to be switched off
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| e Erftverband discussions are going on if it was a "ephemeral” stream that run L
- f _’r_-;--” k dry during summer ot
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| i R if this is the case RWE does not have the duty to rescultivate -
. Fisse i Seen: Teaskau Fortma _ but would it be ethical because of response-ability towards
Garsdorf - Wikipedia - grown ecologies and communties that ground their idenity on
Tagebau Fortuna-Garsdorf s i : : ;
i Catonen S L the Gillbach with regular running water? What would be an
T ; rriﬁffn'zff_.?,;.’:;’;fﬂ?!",:;i_“"'"’ _ "ethical" procedure? What does it mean to grief for a stream
This is Tagebau Garsdorf-Fortuna beginning of the 80s, new source of gillb ach that is switched off?

which "ate" the Bethlehem forest, the former source
area of the Gillbach. It was active between 1953-1993.

site of environmental historical depth due to
massive emissions

uses ground water from mine as cooling
water




